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bullying because the department only tracks the 
number for broader offenses, including fighting 
and threats, spokesman Dana Tofig said. 

“If the district is not enforcing its own bully-
ing policy, and that’s been happening repeatedly, 
the law says they can lose their state funding,” 
Tofig said. 

No school has lost funding under the law, ac-
cording to the department. 

Some school districts say they keep track of 
complaints, especially those involving a single 
child being bullied more than once, and that they 
address those cases. Without a legal obligation 
to report such data to state officials, however, it’s 
unclear how any such statistics are used. 

school year, according to data on more than 55 
million students compiled annually by the Na-
tional Center for Education Statistics. That’s up 

though bullying experts point out the rising num-
bers may reflect more reports of bullying, not 
necessarily more incidents. 

Many children reported teasing, spreading ru-
mors and threats, all harder to spot and manage, 
school leaders say. 

“One of the questions is how do you quantify 
bullying? It could even be as simple as a rolling 
of the eyes,” said Dale Davis, a spokesman for 
schools in DeKalb County, where Herrera com-
mitted suicide. 

District officials have said since soon after the 
boy’s death that there was no evidence that Her-
rera was bullied, and that outside factors, includ-
ing the death of a close relative influenced him to 
take his life. 

weeks after Sirdeaner Walker found her son 
Carl hanged in her Springfield, Mass., home. 
The 11-year-old had complained of teasing al-
most immediately after arriving at his new char-
ter school, she said. 

Parents in Illinois likewise pointed to bullies 

old boy hanged himself in a restroom stall in a 
suburban Chicago school, an 11-year-old boy 
was found dead in Chatham, south of Spring-
field, and a father found his 11-year-old daughter 
hanged in a closet of their Chicago home. 

Dr. Diahann Meekins Moore, associate 
director for psychiatric services at the Illinois 
Department of Children & Family Services, cau-
tioned that it’s unclear whether bullying could be 
considered a primary cause in those deaths or in 
any suicide. 

lying, every school rampage involving a shooter 
who claims to have been bullied renews the 
debate over whether anyone can curb what most 
consider a harsh and inevitable part of childhood, 
and if so, who bears that responsibility. 

said Peter Daboul, chair of the board of trustees 
at New Leadership, the Massachusetts school 
where her son was a sixth grader. 

Teachers there will receive training on spot-
ting childhood depression and bullying, he said, 
“but you also have the family unit where these 
kids are hopefully taught the difference between 
right and wrong.” 

Sirdeaner Walker said reminding children 
that they’re loved at home is less effective when 
they’re being teased in the classroom. 

“I can say that all the time,” Walker said. 

school.” 

by Nigel Roberts

will gather in Decatur on Oct. 
3 to offer a range of services, 
such as health care, legal 
services and housing referrals, 
to homeless veterans in the area. 

is hosting the Stand Down for 
Homeless Veterans event at the 

Clairmont Road. The one-day 

In the military, a stand down 
is a brief timeout from combat, 
often used as an opportunity 
to allow weary soldiers to 
recover and refresh before 
going back into battle. In the 
same spirit, the upcoming Stand 
Down event is a grassroots, 
community-based intervention 
program designed to help local 
homeless veterans to recover 
and refresh so that they an 
combat their homelessness. 

Stand Down is an outreach 
effort that brings homeless 
veterans together in a single 

provide a wealth of services that 
address the individual needs 

of homeless veterans as they 
rebuild their lives. 

With worsening economic 

attend this year’s Stand Down. 

community services on hand, 
Mary Lou Pittman, chief of 

will meet the basic needs of 
each former service member 
who attends.

“The homeless vets often 
arrive tired and worn down. 
They take a shower, get a meal 
and get medical attention,” 

end there. “We also follow up 
with them. Some will leave 
with housing referrals and 
appointments for further care,” 
she continued.

Many DeKalb-based 
and national support group 

agencies, including Decatur 
Work Force Development, the 

attend. 
The scope of homelessness 

among veterans is daunting. 

Department of Veterans 

agency admits that the actual 

twice that number. In the metro 

veterans who live on the 

for DeKalb County are not 
available.

Resources to help these vets 
are available, but reaching the 
former service men and women 
presents a major challenge. 

veterans have a mental illness, 

them have alcohol or other drug 

statistics. Despite deploying 
groups of social workers into 
the DeKalb community, those 
challenges make outreach much 

The Department of Veteran 

homeless vets.


